Analysing Different types of Crime

1. Make a list of ten crimes that you have heard about recently- these could be in your local area, nationally or internationally (it is probably best to have a little mixture)
2. For each of the crimes you have listed, which people are the victims of these crimes and who are the perpetrators?
3. Why do some crimes get more attention than others (we have looked in to this a little before)

It is important to get an idea of what types of crimes there are and what types of crimes get reported and therefore we know about. This becomes particularly interesting when you consider that there are a lot of different types of crime.

Find a definition of the following-
White collar crime
Corporate crime
Moral Crimes
State Crime

Learning objective
At the end of this activity you should be able to:
• understand how an important type of white collar crime occurs by examining a case study.
Bernie Madoff ran the biggest Ponzi scheme in history. Ponzi schemes take money from investors and rather than investing to make a gain, they use the latest investment to pay dividends to existing investors. They require a constant source of money to be able to keep all the investors happy. The video explains how the scheme operated.
A. Using the link below, answer the questions that follow.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=al5SLsoe0C0 

1. Why would people want to invest with Bernie Madoff?
2. What did the reports received by investors show about their investment?
3. What was really happening?
4. How did Madoff pay people their dividends and requests for money?
5. How did Madoff get away with his actions?
6. How did Madoff choose the rates of return that he offered to his clients?
7. Why weren’t Madoff’s activities reported to the authorities?
8. Why did Madoff’s scheme initially hit a problem?
9. Who turned Madoff in to the authorities?
10. Who were the victims of the scheme?
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