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This week we are going to look at a topic that you will study in depth in Y13 and a little bit in Y12.  Biopsychology investigates how our biology influences the way we act.  With a particular focus on how brain functioning affects the way we act.  I have attached the specification for you to see below. 
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This week I would like you to watch the following documentary about the girl who had half a brain. When you first think about this concept you might think it is impossible for somebody to live with only half a brain- but the girl in this documentary suggests otherwise!  I would like you to write down 10 facts that you learn from this documentary and ONE question you have for me that you would like answering.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0GXNouwaAlE
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4.2.2 Biopsychology

+ The divisions of the nervous system: central and peripheral (somatic and autonomic).

« The structure and function of sensory, relay and motor neurons. The process of synaptic
transmission, including reference to neurotransmitters, excitation and inhibition.

« The function of the endocrine system: glands and hormones.

« The fight or flight response including the role of adrenaline.

« Localisation of function in the brain and hemispheric lateralisation: motor, somatosensory,
visual, auditory and language centres; Broca’s and Wernicke's areas, spiit brain research.
Plasticity and functional recovery of the brain after trauma.

« Ways of studying the brain: scanning techniques, including functional magnetic resonance
imaging (IMRI); electroencephalogram (EEGs) and event-related potentials (ERPS); post-
mortem examinations.

« Biological thythms: circadian, infradian and ultradian and the difference between these
rhythms. The effect of endogenous pacemakers and exogenous zeitgebers on the sleep/
wake cycle.




